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IHarshavardhan

-647CF] also knows as harshavardhana.
as an Indian emperor who ruled North India from
to 647 CE. He was a member of the Vardhana

asty and was the son of Prabhakarvardhana who
eated the Alchon Huna invaders and the younger
er of Rajyavardhana a king of Thanesar,
present-day Haryana. At the height of Harsha's power,
his Empire covered much of North and Northwestern
India, extended. East till Kamarupa and South until
Narmada River and eventully made kannaj [in present
Uttarpradesh state] his capital and ruled till 647 CE.







ter the downfall of the Gupta Empire in the middle
e 6™ Century, North India was split into several
ent Kingdoms.

rn and western region of India passed into
dozen or more feudatory states.

na the ruler of Sthanvisvara who
longed to the vardhana family, extended his control
r neighbouring states.

bhakarvardhana was the first king of the
rdhana dynasty with his capital at Thaneswar.

r Prabhakarvardhana’s death in 605, his eldest
son, Rajya vardhana ascended the Throne.

o Harshavardhana was Rajya vardhana’s Yonger
Brother.

a This Period of kings from the same line has been
referred to as the vardhana dynasty in many
Publications.




st that Harsha, like the Guptas,
the Vaishya Varna.

Xuanzang mentiona an
itya, who had been

ed to be Harsha, Xunzang mentions that
1g belonged to “Fei-she”.



lics from Punjab to

ral India, and their representatives

ned him king at an assembly in April 606
g him the title of Maharaja.

Harsha established an empier that brought all
of northern India under his control.



nd prosperity that prevaﬂed made

‘of Harsha, and wrote a very favourable
t of him, prasiing his justice and
osity.



Avroonrarn oF Kive Hanrsna,

-Autograph of
King Harsha



2 defeated Harsha on the banks of
winter of 618-619.

into a treaty with Harsha, with the
ated as the border between the
of Harshavardhana.

kya Empire an
zang describes the event thus:

dityaraja [i.e.,Harsha] filled with

idence, marched at the head of his troops
tend with this prince [i.e.,Pulakeshin| but he
was unable to prevail upon or subjugate him”.



Tang dynasty emperor Tang Taizong
Xuance to India in response to
Ing sent an ambassador to China.

30 mounted subrodinates.

his led to wang Xunce escaping to Tibet and
n, leanding a joint force of over 7,000
nted infantry attacked the India state on

+ The success of this attack brought wang
Xuance the prestigious title of the “Grand
Master for the closing court”.



d a reported Buddhist relic for
ha was among the

aptured, king Arjim Jha was brought to
an city of Tang dynasty by Wang



Religion

er ancient Indian rulers, Harsha was
igious views and practices.

1S ancestors as sun-
rother as a Bhuddhist and

elf as a shaivite.

nd grant inscription describe him as
amaheshvara [supreme devotee of Shiva]
1s play Nagananda is dedicated to shiva’s
consort Gauri.

0 His court poet Bana also describes him as a shivite.



pays homage to Buddha”,
tury artist’s imagianuation.



to the chinese Buddhist traveler
rsh was a devout Bhuddhist.

that Harsha banned animal
and built monasteries at the
utama Buddha.

ercted several thousand 100-feet high stupas on
banks of the Ganges river and built

maintained hospices for travellers and poor

le on highways across India.

\ 0 rganized an annual assembly of gobal
A scholars, and bestowed charitable alms on them.

0 Every five Years, he held a great assembly called
Moksha.



also describes a 21 - Day religious
ed by Harsha in Kannauj during
a and his subordinate Kings

,ite, his conversion to Buddhist would have
vened if at all, in the later part of his life.

uanzang states that Harsha Patronised
scholars of all religions, not just Buddist monks.



Author

idely believed to be the author of

1ssion, wendy Doniger is “Persuaded,
ver, that king Harsha really wrote the
......himself.
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of Harshavardhana, circa
606 - 647 CE
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