
Tintern Abbey
‘Tintern Abbey’ is one of the 
triumphs of Wordsworth‘s genius. 
It may be called a condensed 
spiritual autobiography of the poet. 
It deals with the subjective 
experiences of the poet and traces 
the growth of his mind through 
different periods of his life.





The poem is in five section. The 
first section establishes the setting 
for the meditation. It emphasizes 
the passage of time : five year 
have passed, five summers, five 
long winters…, but when the poet 
is back to this place of natural 
beauty and serenity , it is still 
essentially the same.



The second section begins with the meditation. The poem now 
realizes  that these ‘beauteous’ forms have always been with 
him, deep-seated in his mind, wherever he went. This vision 
has been

     ‘felt in the blood,

                  And felt alone the heart ,’ that is .

It has affected his whole being. In hours of weariness , 
frustration and anxiety , these things of nature used to make 
him feel sweet sensation in his very blood and he used to feel 
it at the level of the impulse. From this point onward wordsorth  
being to consider the sublime of nature and his mystical 
awareness becomes clear. Wordsworth ’s  idea was that 
human beings are naturally uncorrupted.









The poet has expressed his 
honest and natural feeling to 
nature’s superiority. It has the 
quiet pulse, suggestion of 
‘central peace’ which is felt in all 
his great poetry. This is the 
beauty of Wordsworth’s 
language.
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